=W S NWN N A TN

November 29, 2003 ~ <

Published in the interest of those serving in Operation Enduring Freedom <

Bagram, Afghanistan

LTF-129 ensures Bagram runs smoothly

Story by Spc. Kelly Hunt
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Most troops
don'’t think about thework that goesinto bring-
ing water to base beforetaking ashower, or the
danger that driversmay encounter making sure
fuel supplies stay congtant.

But thanksto troops and civiliansfrom the
Logigtics Task Force-129 working together to
ensure things run smoothly troops stationed
herewill never haveto.

“It' shard to say what’smogt important about
our job because if we run out of fud, dl the
flyingwould stop; if werunout of bullets, al the
shooting stops (and) if we run out of food and
water, al thesoldiering stops” saidM#g. Randy
Nelson, LTF-129, Support Operations Officer.
“If you don't notice anything and things are

See LOGISTICS, Page 3
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Photo by Command Sgt. Major Bill Thompson
Master Sgt. Michael Mosier and Maj. Doyle Lassitter, both of Logistics Task Force-129, performa
sling load operation Thursday. Thismission is just one aspect of operations that personnel are
responsiblefor within the Bagram area.

Logistics Task Force-129 keeps Bagram bottled up

Story by Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—With personnel from morethan six differ-
ent nations stationed at Bagram Air Basethelikelihood of running out of
something isinevitable; however, thanksto the efforts of Logistics Task
Force-129 that something will never bebottled weter.

In charge of quenching the thirsty of the more than 11,000 codlition
troops here, LTF-129's mission is to keep the bottled water supply on
Bagramplentiful.

“[Our] missonisimportant to [ Bagram] because (peopl€) need water
tosurvive,” said Capt. Dennis Utt, Logistics Task Force 129 Class| Ac-
countable Officer. “Thebody needswater tofunction, without it soldiers

can't perform their mission and that puts the entire misson (Operation
Enduring Freedom) in jeopardy, soit’simportant to haveit readily avail-
ablefor soldiers”

Keeping H20 availablefor Bagramisn't anarduoustask, but whenit
consumed at the rate of 21,000 litersaday making surethe supply stays
plentiful isapriority and an expensivetask.

“We order bottled water on aweekly bass,” said Utt. “Weexamine
what has been used for the week then we put in a [request] order that
goestothejoint logigtics center and they submit the order to the primary
vender. Per day more than $16,800 of worth of (bottled) water is con-
sumed and that’s not including shipping, and transporting the water.”

Utt noted that the bottled water supply doesn’t only support Bagram
but d so the forward operating basesand military facility in Kabul.

OnceBagram’sprimary water vender, Seven Sess, recelvestheorder

See LTF, Page 3

English/Dari phrase of the day:

Have a good day - Rose-e-Khub
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World Ne WS (Compiled from CNN.com)

L bt
Iragisdisplay picturesof their relativeskilledin
recent suicideattacksasthey demonstrate against
the former Saddam Hussein regime Friday in
downtown Baghdad.

Pres. Bush back from Iraq;
another attack on troops

BAGHDAD, Irag—Presdent Bush'ssurprise
Thanksgiving visit to Baghdad didn’t deter the
fighting in Irag, as guerrillas launched a mortar
attack onFriday that killedaU.S. soldierand U.S.
troops seized wegpons and arrested anti-codli-
tion suspects, including acleric.

Thesoldier fromthe101gtAirborneDivison
was killed Friday in a mortar attack on the
divison's main compound in the northern Iragi
town of Mosul, according to Master Sgt. Kdly
Tyler of the1014t.

Tyler said one Iragi worker suffered minor
injuriesintheattack.

Soldiers found the location where the four
mortar rounds were launched and were search-
ing for the attackers, Tyler said.

In the Ramadi area, soldiers with the 82nd
AirborneDivison launched araidin Haswahto
capture Sheikh Taha Kitar, who is suspected of
inciting anti-codlition activities anong sudents
near Haswah and Iskandariyah and financing
insurgent cdlls Threeother peoplewerecaptured
during the operation.

U.S. Centrd Command aso announced the
desth early Thursday of asoldier from the 82nd
Airborne' s Task Force All American — operdt-
ing west of Baghdad — from anon-hostilegun-
shot wound.

Centrd Command saidthesoldier wasinhis
barracksnear Ramadi at thetimeof theincident,

whichisunder invegtigation. AnArmy medicwho
heard the shot found the soldier without apulse
but wasabletorevivehim.

Thesoldier died from thewounds, however,
aamedicd center.

The latest degths bring the number of U.S.
troopskilled inthewar to 437 — 299 hodtile, 138
non-hodtile. SinceBush declared anendtomgjor
combat operationson May 1<, 298 havedied —
185fromhodtilefire
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Beijinginsstssdf-ruled, democratic Taiwan isaren-
egadeprovincethat must eventually return to China.
China‘concerned’ at Taiwan bill

BEIJING — Chinasaysit is “gravely con-
cearned” over Taiwan's passing of a controver-
Sd rferendumbill andrepestedawarmningitwould
never tolerate independence for theidand.

Taiwan's parliament approved abill Thurs-
day that could dlow theidand to vote on sover-
egnty issues— but the opposition managed to
water down mogt of the provisions that would
mogt likely anger Beijing.

“We are gravely concerned about the Situa:
tionsurrounding Taiwan'sreferendum|aw,” said
an unnamed spokesman for the Cabinet’s Tai-
wan Affairs Office, according to the state-run
Xinhua news agency.

“We are paying close attention to the deve -
opment of the situation.”

Though the statement did not amount to the
“srongregponss’ promised earlier thisweek, and
failedto repeet threatsof military action, itwasa
dear warning that Talwan'sindependencecould
never happen.

“Wearefirmly opposed to anyoneusing the

referendum law to push independence for Tai-
wan. Our podtiononthe Taiwan questionisvery

dear. Thereisonly one Chinain theworld, and
Tawan isan insgparable part of Chinals sacred
territory,” the spokesman added.

“China ssovereignty andterritorid integrity

cannot be divided.”

Theofficia addedthat Chinaremains'reso-
lutely opposed” to anyone using a referendum
to promote Taiwanese independence.

OnThursday, Taiwan'sparliament threw out
most of aradicd verson of the referendum hill
proposed by President Chen Shui-bian'spro-in-
dependence Democraic ProgressveParty (DPP),
ultimatdy passngamuchwatered-downlaw thet
mekesit difficult to call areferendumonindepen-
dence under the current legidature.

However, lawmakers passed the so-cdled
“defengve referendum” dlowing the president
to cdl aplebiscite on independenceif Chinaat-
tacked theidand.

Inablow to Chen, Tawan' stwo main oppo-
dtion parties —which control the mgjority of
parliament — were able to defeat most of the
major provisionsinthehill.

U.S.: Afghan poppy production
doubles between 2002, 2003

WASHINGTON —Poppy cultivationinAf-
ghanistan doubled between 2002 and 2003to a
leve 36 timeshigher thaninthelast year of rule
by the Tdiban, according to White House fig-
uresreleased Friday.

Theareaplanted with poppies, usedtomake
heroinand morphine, was 152,000 acresin 2003,
compared with 76,900 acresin 2002 and 4,210
acresin 2001, theWhiteHouse Officeof Nationd
Drug Control Policy saidinagtatement.

The Tdiban was cracking down on poppy
production in the year before the U.S. military
drovethemovement out of officeinlate2001in
response to its friendship and cooperation with
thed Qaedaorganization of Osamabin Laden.

The new Afghan government, led by Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai, hasnot been abletoimpose
itswill inmany areasof thecountry, whichremain
under the control of warlords.

The White House satement said, “A chd-
lenging security Situation ... hascomplicated sig-
nificantly the task of implementing
counternarcotics assstance programs and will
continueto do so for theimmediate future”

“Poppy cultivationinAfghanistanisamajor
and growing problem. Drug cultivation and traf-
ficking are undermining therule of law and put-
ting money inthe pocket of terrorists” it added,
quoting office director John Walters.
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running smoothly, that meansthe LTFisdoing
their job and doing it professionally.”

Water, food and fud are just afew of the
basics that LTF personnel are responsible to
provide, keep stocked and reedy for troopsin
Bagram and the surrounding aress.

Personnel feed nearly 8,400 soldiersand ci-
vilians in five dining facilities, the largest
headcount in Afghanistan. Nearly 36,000 Stesks
and 31,239 pounds of seafood are served
monthly at theselocations, facilitating 227,796
med samonth, accordingto LTF 129 personnel
who areresponsiblefor making suredaily op-
erations run smoothly.

“I have over amillion gdlonsof fuel onthe
ground at any given time,” he said about his
fud supply. “Wego through about threemillion
gdlonsamonth.”

Food and fuel is accompanied by approxi-
mately 10to 15 pdletsflowninto Bagramdaily
stocked with suppliesranging from office paper
totiresto vehicle parts.

In addition to supplying the basic necessi-
tiesof survivd totroopshere, LTF personnd fix
everything on base including automobiles,
wespons, forklifts and various military equip-
ment to facilitate the basic war needs of troops.

“Wehaveammunition supply pointswhich
provide dl the ammunition and explosives for
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the forces”

Another, less glorious, part of LTF
personnd’s mission is operating the mortuary
affairssection.

“For U.S. remains, we process them with
the utmogt dignity and respect,” said Nelson.
“That'savery emationally charged event.”

“We're the backbone of Bagram because
without our actions, alot of thingswould come
to atretching hat,” he said. “Therésalot of
moving partsthat happen everyday; that’s how
logigticsis.”

Running Bagram aonewould be an unbe-
lievabletask, but LTF129 personnel arerespon-
sblefor much morethan thet.

“Wedo tactical operationsfor Bagram and
devenforward operatingbases,” hesaid. “It'sa
delicate balance between base support for
Bagram Air Field, tactica support for the for-
ward operating basesand operationslikeMoun-
tain Resolveand Operation Warrior Sveep that
happened earlier thissummer.”

They don’t haveto manageadl of thisalone
though; they do have reinforcements.

“WehaveKBR (Kdlogg Brown and Root)
sarvicesthat integrateinto amost dl of our op-
erations” said Nelson. “If you come down to
the LTF (personnd locations), you' re going to
seeaK BR sarviceemployeestanding right next
to asoldier accomplishing the sametask.”

“Wework very closgly withKBR services”

LTF, from Page 1

said Young.

hesad.“They areavery professond organiza-
tion and they redly enhance the effectiveness
of our ahility to support Bagram (which) gives
us the chance to focus more on outside of
Bagram. KBR sarvicesishereto back usup.”

Without help such as KBR sarvices, LTH
129 personnel would have amuch harder job.
But the hdp doesn't stop at KBR. Companies
suchasDHL andindividualsaidthemissionas
wll.

“We're in a unique sSituation in Afghani-
gtan,” said Nelson. “The supply linesare com-
plex.”

DHL personnel supplement the food sup-
ply by flyingin fresh fruit and vegetablesfrom
Germany twice a week, according to Nelson.
Important parts and packages are dso flown
into base through DHL flights. And what can’t
beflowninisdrivenin.

It is seven to nine day trip to bring water
into the country and a ten-day trip for fue to
arrive. Botharebroughtinby loca nationshired
tomakethejourney duetotheir expertiseof the
areaand routes.

Personnd from LTF129 control everything
fromwater to supplying forward operating bases
with vehicles and ammunition. When
everything's going smoothly and as planned,
troops here on Bagram and in the surrounding
aress, will never noticethese personndl. Inthis
case, o news is good news.

However, if the bottled water supply wereto be completely depleted

and it has water shipped from varies places in (Southwest Asa) to the
port of Karachi whereitistrucked to Bagram.

Whenthewater isddivered to Bagram and istaken to the classone
yard (Bagram'scentral storageyard) whereit isstored and distributed by
Kelogg Brown and Root personnel.

“It normally takes over 100 storage units to hold Bagram'’s water
supply,” said Leroy Young, Kellogg Brown and Root worker and Bagram
warehouseforeman.

Relating the size of space needed to hold the bottled water, Young
saidthespacehasto bebigenoughtoholdthe” 1.7 millionto 2.5 million
bottled water (that) are stored inthe Class| yard (on an average week).”

Utt noted that it takesastaff of 63 personnel (Army Soldiers, Kellogg
Brown and Root, and host nation workers) to manage and maintain the
water supply.

Though the volume of bottled water in the classone yard may vary
depending on the season the minimum amount, a14 dayssupply (394,000
liters), isdways on hand.

“In the summer months we have to keep more water available be-
cause people consume more to stay hydrated, but in the colder months
we usudly don't have to worry about the supply getting [depleted],”

and re-supply not available LTF-129 has set up aplan to Bagram and its
supporting dements obeying its third.

“We ve prepared for the possibility that if our (bottled) water supply
wereto dry up and we couldn’t get more what actionswe' d teke,” said
Utt.

“We' d use potable water. We have a contingency plan that places
water Buffaos throughout the base and personnd would get water
through that process” he said.

Utt noted that Bagram personnel could consume portable water be-
cause Kellogg Brown and Root vigoroudly test the water daily ensuring
that the proper levels of the water are balanced and safe.

Whilethebottled water supply doesn't seemto beascarce commod-
ity, Utt noted that it shouldn’t be used frivoloudly.

“Be consarvativewith water and useit asneeded,” said Utt. “While
itisn't in threat of not being available wasting it is (Smply) wasting
money.”

While not promoting waste, conversaly Young said, “[Bagram can
drink all thewater it wants, we are not likely to run out of water anytime
soon. (Bottled) water isthe probably thelast thing that Bagramwill beout
of.”
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On the Prowl...

2-87 Infantry Catamounts make their presence
known during Operation Mountain Resolve

Photopage by Sgt. Greg Heath
4th Public AffairsDetachment

More than three weeks ago,
elementsof 2" Battaion, 87" In-
fantry Regiment of the 10
Mountain Division dropped into
Nuristan Province and set up
Firebase Catamount in support
of Operation Mountain Resolve.
Their mission was to secure the
area for maneuvering units but

in the recent weeks the mission
has evolved. From the firebase
the Soldiers conduct various
missions, including cordon and
searches, cache recoveries, ve-
hicle checkpoints and mounted
and dismounted patrols, along with
offering some humanitarian as-
sistance to the surrounding vil-
lages according to 2-87 Inf. Com-
mander Lt. Col. David Paschal.

(Left)Soldiershaverecovered hundreds
¥ of explosive items used to create im-
| provised explosive devices, including
| mortar rounds, rockets, grenades, anti-
personnel mines and dynamite.

Soldierstaketo the streetsduring a cordon and search mission.

A soldier in aHumvee pullssecurity overwatch

during a mission
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Catamount soldiers stack up near thedoor of a compound being searched for illegal weapons.
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FREEDOM'S VOICES

A lot more people have reason
to be thankful this year...

By Staff Sgt. Scott T. Surkoal

When | was in Iraq in late October, out on a Basra street patrol with the
British Army, we had an Iraqi interpreter with us named Ahmed.

Ahmed was aman is his late 30s who was partially bald and spoke broken
English, but whenever he spoke it was easy enough to understand what he
meant. During the patrol we had discussed many things, but one thing he said
sticks with me today and will for along time. He said, “ Say thank you to Mr.
Bush! We are free from Saddam Hussein and we thank him for it.”

Ahmed’s praise for the president was also meant for all the American people.
Even though the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday is not celebrated in Irag as it
isin America, what he and the mgjority of Iragis| visited with expressed to me
during my trip was that they were thankful for freedom. It is obviously some-
thing they weren’t used to, but they know that at this time last year they
weren’t free so their expression of thankfulnessis evident everywhere you go
inlrag.

Ahmed’'s words can also give us all reason to be thankful at home. On the
frontlines of the global war on terrorism, the lives of American soldiers, Ma-
rines, airmen, and sailors are on the line to protect the freedom we enjoy at
home. The U.S. military is an all-volunteer force and like me, they want to
protect that preciousright of freedom we as Americans have enjoyed for more
than 225 years.

For thefirst timein my military career, and in my life for that matter, | will be
deployed away from family and friends this Thanksgiving holiday. | am thank-
ful to have wonderful people to come home to when | am done, but | am also
thankful that | have had a chance to directly support an effort that brings
freedom to people not just in Iraq and Afghanistan, but in other parts of the
world aswell.

We will be thinking of family and friends back home and also of where else
we could be for the holiday. We will be giving thanks to our heroes on the
homefront, and to the heroes on the battlefield. But most of all, we will probably
be like Ahmed. We will give thanks for our freedom and we will be thankful we
were apart of something that helped bring it to awhole ot more peoplethisyear.

STREET TALK

What did you most enjoy about
thanksgiving here at Bagram?

We had a football game and
my team won.

Sgt. Ronnie Veal, Sr.
205th Eng. Bn.

Since | couldn’t be with my
daughter, then | was really

thankful to be with the
soldiers from my battalion.

Pfc. Kristene Murry,
HHC, 1st Bn., 130 Av.

The roast beef and pumpkin
pie were good. The pie was
amost as good as my
mother-in-laws.

Cpl. Christopher McCain,
2nd Bn., 8th Marines

The food was great. They did
a fine job.

Glenn Allison,
Air Traffic Control tower
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

Helicopter crash reminds
America of its Afghan conflict

By Rupert Cornwell

(Common Dreams News Center) — The
death of five U.S. Soldiersinahdicopter crash
just north of Kabul gaveAmericansan unpless-
ant reminder of theunresolved campaigninAf-
ghanistan, the second and often forgotten front
in President Bush’'swar against terrorism.

The cause of the incident —in which eight
soldierswerea sowounded —was4till not clear,
24 hoursafter the MH-53 helicopter went down
after itleft codition headquartersat BagramAir
Bae.

Anti-U.S. militants claimed that sustained
machine-gun fire from the ground was respon-
sible, but the Pentagon said mechanical failure
wasamorelikdy explanation. Eight soldierswere
asowounded inthecrash. What isclear isthat,
two years &fter the overthrow of the former
Taliban regime which sheltered Osama bin
Laden’sa Qaedaorganization, thewar contin-
uesand that, in some aress, that former maign
dlianceisregrouping.

The attacks, some from bases in the tribal
aress just inside Pakistan, now condtitute an
increasing threat, not only for the 8,500 U.S.
troopsinthefield against them but dsotointer-
nationa efforts to rebuild the country. Indeed,
according to Gen. John Abizaid, head of U.S.
Centrd Command whichran boththe 2001 Af-
ghan campaign and the 2003 Iraq war, “daily
combat operationsin Afghanistan are every bit
as much and every bit as difficult as those in
Iraq”. In the past Sx months, 13 aid workers
have been killed, most recently a French em-
ployeeof theUnited Nationswhowasshot dead
in the southern town of Ghanzi. Shortly before
the MH-53 came down, two US soldiers were
wounded whenthejegpinwhichthey weretrav-
eling was struck by aremote controlled bomb.

That ambush camenear theflashpoint town
of Shkin, close to the Pakistan border and not
far fromwheretwo CIA agentswerekilledinan
ambush last month. In all, some 35 Americans
have died from hogtilefire sncethe start of the
war; nineinthe Shkinregion since January, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

Afghanistan moves to close
local warlords’ ‘private jails’

(AP) — Afghan officids want to close the
country’s privatejails, which are often used by
locd warlordstoimprisonther persond enemies
or to extort money.

Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights
Commission says it has documented the exigt-
enceof a least 12 privatejailsaround the coun-
try.

Ahmad Nader Nadery, who chairsthecom-
mission, says warlords and corrupt local offi-
cias use private prisons to intimidate political
rivalsand other peoplethey didike.

“They are not only political enemies, but
they are, as well, some persond enemies that
they had some family problems with or some
financid problemswith,” heexplained.

Mr. Nadery says many of the private jails
areinfact registered asgovernment prisonsbut
are used for the arbitrary incarceration of any-
onewho displeasesalocd military commander
or other locd official.

Hecitesonecaseinwhich aheroin-dealing
policechief used aprison under hisauthority to
intimidate business partners.

“You canfindthat thehead of policetriedto
detain somebody becausethey werenot agreed
onaded for drugs. So hejust put himin deten-
tion to get the money,” he said.

After the overthrow of Afghanistan’shard-
lineTalibanleadersin 2001, thetrandtiona gov-
ernment placed most of the country’sadminis-
trative districts under the authority of anti-
Tadiban commanders.

Economic reconstruction key
to Afghan success

WASHINGTON (TheDaily Sar-Lebanon)
— Economic success is crucia to the stability
and political development of Afghanistan, se-
nior Afghanofficiassaid at asummit hereaimed
a shoring up further support for reconstruc-
tion. They cdled oninternaiona donorsto speed
their contributions and fulfill their pledges of
recongtruction ad.

U.S. officids aso urged the international
community to accelerate its economic support

inlight of a$1.2 hillion aid package passed by
Congress last week. Although most Afghan

officials expressed gratitude for the American
ad package, they stressed the need for more
and sustained economic aid.

“Now isnot thetimetowalk awvay fromthe
recongruction effort,” ForeignAffairsMinister
Abdullah Abdullah said. “We need your help
as the lead codlition partner to accelerate the
succeseswe haveachieved and build onthem.”

TheadAfghanistan receivedinthebill that
President George W. Bush signed into law last
week isdight comparedtothe $18.6 billiondlo-
cated for Irag's reconstruction. Land-locked
Afghanistan has more people and fewer re-
sources than ail-rich Irag. Yet Abdullah ex-
pressed gratitude for the accelerated commit-
ment but cautioned the US that it was just a
gart. John Taylor, undersecretary for interna
tiond affairsin the US Treasury Department,
urged other donors to give more to
Afghanistan’s recongtruction and to set new
and measurable gods.

“Economicrecongruction canhdpincrease
economicgainsandlock inpoliticaly important
gainsthat havebeen achieved thusfar,” hesaid.
Trade, commerce and finance have once again
garted to flow through Afghanistan, after de-
cades wreaked by wars, oppression and
drought. Most of the speakers a the summit
pointed to an economic growth rate of 30 per-
cent last year, continuing strong thisyear a 28
percent. This growth started from a very low
base, but indicatessuccesson avariety of fronts
including legal, economic and devel opment.

Some 400,000 jobs have been cresated, al-
though unemployment istill high, withaquar-
ter of theestimated 8 million-strong labor force
unemployed, said Women's Affairs Minister
Habiba Sarabi. Afghanistan now has a central
bank, agtable currency (the afghani), and ana-
scent banking system that will facilitate recon-
gruction and private sector development. In
September, President Hamid Karzai approveda
law that opened theway for Standard Chartered
of Britain, the National Bank of Pekistan and a
microcredit bank supported by the Aga Khan
Foundetion to operate in the country.
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< Bagram, Afghanistan

Bringing Thanksgiving to troops at Bagram

Story by Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanisan—When codlition
troops here sat down for Thanksgiving din-
ner they paid no regard to the numeroushours
that it took to prepare the more than 60,000
pounds of food they consumed, they simply
enjoyed the meal. For the men of Kellogg
Brown and Root, who prepared the feast, it
wasn't an insult — conversdly, it was a com-
pliment.

With their mission to bring a traditional
American Thanksgiving dinner to service
membersat BagramAir Base, Kellogg Brown
and Root strategized plans for the meal asif
they were commanders going into combat.

“Weinitidly started planning the[ Thanks-
giving] dinner three month ago,” said Willie
Mickens, Kellogg Brown and Root food ser-
vice manager. “ Then two weeks prior to the
dinner we[collectively] findized our plansand
at midnight (Wednesday) we began our
preparation.”

Mickens noted that he and hisdining fa-
cility managersHenry Ford, LouisBaker, and
Ron Waters had to work i n unison coordinat-
ing the event because they wanted all three
Bagram DFACs—Viper, Northand Dragon—
to havethe same portionsavailability and va
riety.

Falcon DFAC, whichisrunby Army Sol-
diers, supplemented the Kellogg Brown and
Root’'s DFACby allowing service members
and Bagram personnel to expediently get
dinner after having alackluster breakfast and
lunch due to the dinner’s preparation.

Planning three months in advance for a
dinner seemed to be an exaggerated notion,
but when that dinner consisted of 18,000
pounds of turkey, 17,000 pounds of ham,
16,000 poundsof Prime Rib and 8,000 pounds
of shrimp, three months took on theillusion

of three hours.

“We had guys working non-stop since
Wednesday morning,” said Mickens. “When
you have to prep and cook food in volumes
time becomesvery important because as soon
as one [dish] is complete the next one hasto
be ready to go (in the oven).”

Cooking morethan 55,000 poundsof mest,
it would seem that the 83-man staff had
“enough on their plate”’, but Thanksgiving
dinner isn’'t about meat alone—for it isnoth-
ing without the side dishes, items that if not
cooked with the precise amount of the taste
isruined.

“We wanted service membersto havethe
effects of back home, so we made sure we
had a variety of side dishes,” said Mickens
as he describe the hundreds of pounds of
mashed potatoes, corn-bread stuffing, green
beans, corn-on-the-cob and other dishes, in-
cluding 1,500 pies.

Mickens noted that the staff worked 15-
to 18-hour shifts to ensure that the service
members had the nostalgi ¢ taste of mom and
grandma’shome cooking.

“Caringiswhat Thanksgivingisall about
and through our dinner we wanted to relay
that to the service members,” said Mickens.
“We wanted to get service member as close
to home as possible, or bring hometo them.”

“Thanksgiving is about togetherness and
beingwithfamily,” said Col. ThomasJ. Boyle,
Bagram Base Operations commander. “And
as | looked at soldiers as they enjoyed the
food | saw afamily atmosphereand | saw an
increasein camaraderieamongst the U.S. ser-
vice members and the coalition forces.”

Boyle noted that the spirit of the day be-
ganwiththefood adding, “ Themen of Kellogg
Brown and Root takegreat pridein their work
and that was illustrated with the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. Not only did they serve a great
meal, but the decoration and [presentation]
of thedinner wasexcellent.”

WhileKéelogg Brown and Root playedthe

Photo by Spc. Kelly Hunt
Spc. Luis Santiago, 213" Area Support Group,
enjoys his Thanksgiving dinner at the Dragon
dining facility over someturkey and a bottle of
sparkling grapejuice.

leading role in the event, they were not the
only one to give thanks on the joyous day.

“Everyonerealized [ Thanksgiving] wasa
specia day back home, so they wanted to
makeit specia here,” said Boyleashe spoke
about the U.S. military unitsthat volunteered
to be servers at the DFACs. The units’ will-
ingness to support one another and go the
extra mile to make life better on Bagram is
spoke volumes about the character of those
units.”

Boyle stated that acts of Task Force 44,
LogisticsTask Force 129, 327" Military Police
truly embodied theArmy’scorevalue of self-
less service.

Whenthenight ended Kellogg Brown and
Root had served morethan 10,000 medl's(8,900
meals in the DFACs and 1,200 meals deliv-
ered to theforward operating bases), but more
importantly, they had given lifeto morethan
10,000 memories.
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Album cover

Britney rules album charts

L OSANGEL ES, Cdlif.—PopprincessBritney
Spears, aided by a publicity blitzkrieg,
geamrollered to number oneonthemusic charts
Wednesday, while a new album by scandal-
plagued Michad Jecksonfailedtomakethe Top
10, theNielsen Soundscan tracking servicesaid.

The release of Spears new dbum, “In the
Zone” has been carefully aided by a publicity
barrage which helped foster Spears' fourth con-
secutive No. 1 debut. But the albun's sdesfdll
short of the pop star’s previous efforts, continu-
ing her downward slestrgjectory inrecent years.

Topromoatetheabum, the21-year-old Spears
has seemed omnipresent recently, posing scant-
ily dadfor magazinecovers, gppearinginseverd
televisoninterviewsand causng amgor gtir by
kissing Madonnaduringthe M TV Video Music
Awards.

For the week ended November 23, “In the
Zone” rdleasad by Jive, aunit of Bertdlsmann
AG'sBMG soldan estimated 609,000 units, the
fourth highest openingin 2003, behind effortsby
rapper 50 Cent, Linkin Park and Clay Aiken.

Itfdl bdow earlier CDslike" Britney,” which
debutedin 2001 with 746,000 units and“ Oopd ...
I DidItAgain,” whichsold 1.3millionunitsinits
openingweekin2000.

Nevertheless retalerssaid they expected the
dar to have staying power in coming weeks,
helped by holiday shopping.

Never-before-heard Cas

NEW YORK o
—Fans of the late ;
Johnny  Cash
have alot to keep
them occupied: A
box set released
Tuesday contains
a staggering 64
never-heard-be-
forerecordings.

The five-disc  Johnny Cash in '94.
box, “ Unearthed,”
isall materia recorded during thelast decade,
during Cash's fruitful partnership with Rick
Rubin, who had been known best as a rap
and rock producer.

Cash died September 12 at age 71 of
complicationsfrom diabetes.

“It seemslikeanicepunctuation,” Rubinsaid.

The set includes aduet with thelate Joe
Strummer on Bob Marley’s “Redemption
Song,” and collaborationswith FionaApple,
Nick Cave, Carl Perkinsand Glen Campbell.
Cash tacklestwo Neil Young songs, “Heart
of Gold” and “Pocahontas,” aswell asma-
terial by Kris Kristofferson, Dolly Parton,
Steve Earle, Roy Orbison, Chuck Berry and
Willie Nelson.

The Cash-Rubin collaboration seemed
like an odd one: along-haired, somewhat
mysteriousimpresariowhowasoneof rap’s
behind-the-scenes pioneersand amusic leg-
end who had been largely written off as a
contemporary recording artist.

Natalie Maines at the VH1 “Bigin '03" show.
TheDixie Chickssinger criticized thelraqwar.

Singer sounds off on war

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—DixieChickssnger
NatdieMaines whosecritidsmof Presdent Bush
lagt oring led to boycotts of the group’smusic,
il hasalot to say about thewer in Irag.

“| think peopleweremided and | think people
are fighting a war that they didn't know they
were going to be fighting,” Maines said Friday
onNBC's"Today” show.“And| think they were
mided by peoplewho should have been asking
questions and weren't.”

The country stars faced criticism and even
desth threats after Maines said she and her
bandmates were ashamed that President Bush
wasfrom Texas. Shemedetheremark in London
shortly beforethe war began.

Though Mainesgpologized for thephrasing
of her remark, some radio staions banned the
group's music. The group aso received death
threatsinthewake of Maines comments.

Maines said Friday she did not fed vindi-
caed by how the war has unfolded: “1 would
have liked to have been proven wrong.”

Bagram Air Base MWR
presents

“The Sum of All Fears’

1530Z at the MWR building:
CIA analyst Jack Ryan hunts down a group of terrorists
who plan to detonate a nuclear device at the Superbowl.

Tomorrow’smovie: “DennisMiller, the Raw Feed”




Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from SlI.com)

UConn back on track with win over Utah

NEW YORK — Connecticut’s
Preseason NIT stumble turned out
to be atemporary condition.

The Huskies played more like
their No. 1 ranking Friday night, man-
handling overmatched Utah 76-44 to
takethird placeinthetournament. It
was small consolation for UConn,
stunnedinthesemifinalsby Georgia
Tech 77-61. The Yellow Jackets
played Texas Tech for the champi-
onship inthelate game Friday.

Emeka Okafor shrugged off his
aching back to dominate inside as
the Huskies demonstrated the re-
solve coach Jm Cahoun said was
missingintheir lossto GeorgiaTech.
UConn (3-1) ran off 13 straight pointsin the game's opening minutes.
Okafor had ninepointsin 71/2 minutes, matching histota inthe Georgia
Techgame.

Okafor’s back was till a problem. He often winced and he spent
one timeout on the floor in front of the UConn bench as an assitant
helped him stretch. With 11:21 remaining inthe gameand UConn ahead
by 32 points, he went to the dressing room.

Hewasfar too much for Utah (3-1) to handle, scoring 15 pointsin
thefirst haf, missing just oneof eight shots. Hefinished with 21 points
and seven rebounds. Denham Brown added 19, hitting al eight shots.

Calhoun questioned histeam’s toughness after the lossto Georgia
Tech and UConnresponded. TheHuskiesdived after looseballs, broke
through screens, played defense with a purpose and did al the things
the coach said was missing in Wednesday night’s game.

Jim Calhoun questioned his
team’stoughnessafter thelossto
Georgia Tech and Emeka Okafor
and UConn responded.

No. 6 Texas defeates Texas A&M, ends

season with sixth consecutive victory

COLLEGE STATION, Texas—CedricBensonranfor 283yardsand
four touchdowns and No. 6 Texas strengthened its position for the
school’s first Bowl Championship Seriesbid Friday with a46-15win
overrival TexasA& M.

Benson rushed for 205 yards in the second half againgt the 95th
rated defense in the nation, hel ping the Longhorns (10-2, 7-1 Big 12)
break open agametheAggies(4-8, 2-6) kept close until thethird quarter
with two short touchdown drives after Texas turnovers.

Benson had 35 carries and scored on runsof 21, 4, 8 and 35 yards.
He broke the record of the most rushing yards againgt the traditionally
tough Wrecking Crew defense, surpassing former Heilsman Trophy
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winner Ricky Williams 259 yardsinaTexaswinin1998.

Terrence Murphy led A& M with seven catchesfor 150 yards.

Texasposted itssixth straight win sincea65-131osstoNo. 1 Okla
homaback on Oct. 11 that knocked it out of the national titlechase. The
Longhornsareranked No. 6inthe BCSstandingsand most likely within
an Oklahomavictory of an at-largebid tothe FiestaBowl or RoseBowl.

Texas needs the Sooners to beat Kansas State in the Big 12 title
game on Dec. 6 to get to the BCS. If K-State wins, the Wildcats and
Soonerswill get the Big 12'stwo BCS bids, likely sending the Long-
hornstumbling all theway to the Alamo Bowl in San Antonio.

Michael Clayton wasoneof six playersto scoretouchdownsfor theTigers.

LSU wraps up SEC West title with win

BATON ROUGE —Mait Mauck made suretheonly thing LSU had
to worry about was the BCS computers — not another last-minute
comeback by Arkansas.

Mauck threw four touchdown passesin three quartersto send No.
3L SU into the Southeastern Conferencetitlegameand keepthe Tigers
in contention for the national championship with a55-24 victory over
Arkansas on Friday.

The Razorbacks ralied last year, scoring the winning touchdown
with nine seconds|eft inthe game, to knock L SU out of the conference
championship game.

“Our idea was, ‘ Score as many as you can,”” Mauck said. “Our
guys played redlly hard. There€'sno quit inthem.”

Mauck threw touchdownsof 10, 2, 22 and 37 yardstohelp LSU (11-
1, 7-1) clinch the SEC West for the second time in three years. Mauck,
who left after thethird quarter, completed 12 of 19 passesfor 186 yards
to give the Tigerstheir second 11-win season eve.

“It'sgreat — it'sagreat feding,” LSU receiver Michad Clayton
said. “We set out to get in it at the beginning of the season and we
finaly accomplished that. We' ve got onemore gameto makeit adream
cometrue.”

LSU will play either Georgia, Tennessee or Floridafor the confer-
ence championship next Saturday inAtlanta. Not knowing which team
the Tigerswill face annoyed L SU coach Nick Saban. It'sunfair for the
other teamsto know who to preparefor while L SU hasto guess, hesaid.
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Solution from Friday’ sPercusson Session
Crossword in the Freedom Watch

(Courtesy of QUIZL AND.com)
AIL|ITIAIR ST FIAIK|E
FIO|R|M|A | A AlL|L[A
BIR|E|A K RIB|I|S
S|E|E|R E|O|C|E|N|E
B AlP|EIR[EID
RIA[F|T[E wlE[s|T IR
E|{M|O|T|E S AlS G|O|D
VIE|R|O S|H Y C|O|V|E
S|S|T I|P|A O|R|E[N
- EHEEEE VIE[R]T
wlAal[1|T[s]|o]N o/lvliE llIEGTR
OINIE[M|A|N P RIA|S|H
M| |R|O F E AIN|CI|E
E|IS|C|S E|L A|JL|T|O|N
' NIEIE]|T DI S|LIEIW|S

Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren attended the Ryder Cup

together in England in September 2002.

Swedish model accepts

proposal from Tiger Woods ?&irgg‘ﬁ"ﬁé ﬁ;_“w

JACKSONVILLE, Florida— Tiger Woods and END oF THE HERE . 3

his Swedish girlfriend, Elin Nordegren, are en-
gaged.

Thegolfer’sagent, Mark Steinberg of IMG, con-
firmed the couple's engagement to The Associated
Press on Friday but declined to give details.

“She called this morning and was incredibly
happy,” Nordegren’'s father, Thomas, told the
Swedish newspaper Expressen. “1 only spoke
shortly with them on the telephone, but they were
happy, and | congratulated them.”

Thomas Nordegren, acorrespondent for Swed-
ish Radio in Washington, could not immediately
be reached for comment by the AP.

Ashley Cocks, a spokesman for the Shamwari
Game Reservein South Africa, said in a statement
that Woods proposed to Nordegren while at the
game park outside Port Elizabeth. Woods had been
in Fancourt, South Africa, for the Presidents Cup,
which ended Sunday.

. MQNT'H.T"
N

R COMPUTERS ARE | I MANE To Go BacK
DowN . To THE REAR.

i
|

Im CHECKING INTO | THAT'S EIGHT
PBPULAR. SOLDIER
LIES.

el

The proposal came during a walk at sunset By Mark Baker
Tuesday, he said, adding that when the couple ,
left Friday aboard a private jet, Nordegren had a PVt . M u rp h y S L aw

“huge diamond on her finger.”
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Kandahar chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0500Z — Roman Catholic mass

« 0630Z — Protestant worship

« 0830Z — Latter-Day Saints
worship

Bagram chapel hours

Sunday

+ 0530Z — Catholic mass

«» 0700Z — Protestant worship

«» 0830Z — Latter-Day Saintsworship
% 1400Z — Gospd sarvice

K2 chapel hours

Sunday

++ 0300Z- Liturgicd Service

++ 0400,0730,1130Z-Generd Protestant Service
++ 0530Z-Roman Catholic Mass

% 1230Z-Later Day Saints

% 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass Monday Monday
«» 1430Z — Gospel service ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++ 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
Tuesday ++ 1230Z-Caholic Mass

Monday
« 1130Z — Rosary and prayers
«» 1430Z — Gospel choir practice

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

++ 1400Z — Protegtant Bible study
Wednexday

«» 0700Z — Catholic mass

Tueday

% 1230Z-Catholic Mass
+ 1400Z-Biblestudy
Wedneday

Tuesday + 1400Z — Protestant mid-week service ++ 0230Z-Devotions and Prayer
« 1130Z — Orthodox/Catholic Bible Thursday ++ 1230Z-Caholic Mass
study ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass ++ 1400Z-Midweek Praise Service
«» 1430Z — Protestant Bible study +¢ 1400Z — Gospd Bible study Thursday
Friday % 1230Z-Catholic Mass
Wednesday ++ 0700Z — Catholic mass Friday

< 1130Z — Roman Catholic mass
< 1430Z — Protestant mid-week
service

Thursday
«» 1430Z — Gospel Bible study

Friday

«» 0830Z — Islamic Jumaa’ h prayer

«» 1130Z — Orthodox Christian hymn
service

% 1430Z — Jewish prayer

«» 07452 — Noon-Day prayer

% 08302 —Idamic Jumad h prayer
% 1430Z — Jewish prayer
Saturday

% 1330Z — Gospd Choir practice
« 1430Z — Bible sudy

+¢ 15157 — Catholic mass

% 1900Z — Evening Worship service

% 1400Z-Jewish Service

» 0230Z-Devations and Prayer
1230Z-Catholic Mass

+ 1400Z-Biblestudy
Saturday

% 0400Z-Jewish Service

% 1230Z-Catholic Mass

o

®,
o

CIJCMOTF chapel hours

Saturday

. Sunday Wednesday

S Utz ?V‘ZZ?]EB'DaV el 4 1100Z — Christian service 4 1900Z — Bible study - 2 & 4
_— L ¢ 1430Z — U.S. Embassy service Thursdays

* 11302 — (L)irttl:‘r‘g:f’x Christian Divine % 19002 — Christian service % 1900Z — Roman Catholic mass

% 1430Z — Gospel Choir practice

Bagram K2 Kabul KAF )
L Y Y Y Task Force Phoenix
W > s A S chapel hours
Today - . il - - ] - ] a.p
e C:l} - C:3} - ¢:3} - d:s, ; Daily -
Hi —57F Hi — 57F Hi — 59F Hi —61F % 1430Z— Estudio Biblico En
. L . L Espanol
a Lo—23F Lo—31F Lo—27F Lo—36F Sunday
I"-'!J.I' . '!’.r -'!J.I' '-._glr «» 1330Z — Catholic Mass
S . g . S % 1600Z — Latter Day Saints
{ Sunday - :fE = : - - : ’ _ : - (DFAC)
h 70 L L r Tuesday
Hi —57F Hi — 50F Hi —59F Hi —64F % 1530Z — Bible Study
Lo—32F Lo—24F Lo—34F Lo—39F
e i .z v Friday
e ,lrf y ’J'.r b ,rf % 0530Z — Protestant Service
r Monday - - _-—._.J _; s _; - % 1230Z —Choir practice
C;S _: C:S, ; CB, ; All eventsareheld in Chapel or
Hi —57F Hi —51F Hi — 59F Hi — 61F DFAC.
Lo—25F Lo—30F Lo—28F Lo—36F




